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AUSTRIAN FOREIGN MINISTER GRUBER COMMENTS 
ON INTERNATIONAL SITUATION. On July 1 Foreign 
Minister Dr. Karl Gruber delivered a speech in Innsbruck 
in which he made the following comments on the inter- 
national situation: ‘‘Each day we win strengthens the hope 
for peace. If we should succeed in terminating the glim- 
mering war in the Far East, we would gain immeasurably 
in our further efforts to reach an understanding.’’ ‘‘But we 
can entertain the hope that conferences will be success- 
ful,’’ Dr. Gruber said, ‘‘only if they are removed from the 
realm of propaganda and brought back within the proper 
working procedure of diplomacy, that is, if they are con- 
ducted on the basis of negotiations on specific agree- 
ments and issues. One such specific issue now pending 
was, for example, the early evacuation of Austria. 

‘*The uncertainty of future political developments,”’ 
Dr. Gruber added, ‘‘forces us, in any case, to adopt an 
attitude of utmost vigilance and to display a certain re- 
serve in the prosecution of our own problems. But we 
believe that this period of tension and uncertainty will 
now come to an end in the not too distant future. Should 
we succeed in the coming months in keeping the world ina 
state of balance, then we may nurture the hope that the 
course of the world powers will finally be directed toward 
a peaceful settlement of divergent views. Then the time 
will also come for us to knock very energetically at the 
door of the international community and raise the question 
of the independence of Austria to a major point on the 
agenda of international political endeavors. To that end 
we are now making all necessary preparations.’’ 


HIGH COMMISSIONER DONNELLY SPEAKS ABOUT 
AUSTRIA ON TV BROADCAST. U.S. High Commissioner 
and Envoy to Austria, Walter J. Donnelly, said in a tele- 
vision broadcast from Washington at the end of June that 
he had come from Austria to report to the President and 
the State Department on his unique mission. He asserted 
that Austria was the outpost of Western civilization in 
Europe and the only country of Big Four cooperation 
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where the Soviets did not have the veto right. Although 
general agreement was rarely the case in the Allied 
Council for Austria, Mr. Donnelly expressed the opinion 
that the four-power machinery should be retained until 
such time as the Austrian Treaty goes into effect and 
all occupation troops leave Austrian soil. Austria had 
now been occupied for thirteen years, by the Nazis from 
1938 to 1945 and by the four powers since. Austria was the 
only country under quadripartite occupation in which the 
non-Communist government had full jurisdiction over the 
entire national territory, including the Soviet zone. The 
Communists never succeeded in obtaining more than 5% 
of the total electoral vote. High Commissioner Donnelly 
then said: ‘‘All of us are extremely proud of the way and 
manner in which the Austrian Government and the Aus- 
trian people have resisted Soviet interference in their 
rights. We are proud of Austria’s friendship and she is 
proud of ours.’’ 


PRESIDENT TRUMAN EXPRESSES CONFIDENCE IN 
AUSTRIA. On June 22 President Truman received 
U.S. High Commissioner and Envoy to Austria Walter J. 
Donnelly who had returned to Washington for consultation. 
Upon leaving the White House Commissioner Donnelly 
said that he found President Truman extremely well in- 
formed about the conditions and situation prevailing in 
Austria, adding that the President again expressed his 
confidence in the Austrian Government and people. 


PAUL HENRI SPAAK IN VIENNA. Belgian Minister of 
State Paul Henri Spaak, who is also Chairman of the 
Strasbourg Assembly of Europe, arrived in Vienna from 
Germany on July 3rd, 1951. At the airport, a few minutes 
after his arrival, the famous Belgian statesman said that 
this was his first visit to Vienna and that he was looking 
forward with keen pleasure to learning about Austria and 
her people at first hand. He added that the primary purpose 
of his trip was to deliver two lectures at the invitation of 
Austrian groups, one on ‘‘The Socialists and the Unity of 
Europe,’’ and the other, on ‘‘The Role of Germany in 
Europe.’’ In a radio interview on the RAVAG program 
‘*Echoes of the Day’’, which was broadcast on the day of 
his arrival, Mr. Spaak declared ‘‘that the European problem 
was one of the most burning problems of our day, because 
the importance of Europe in the world was being continual- 
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ly lessened. This problem could be overcome in that all 
forces within the area of Europe unite to give this Contin- 
ent a new glow and splendor.’’ President Spaak added 
that ‘‘very considerable progress has already been achieved 
towards European unity. One of these advances was re- 
flected by the establishment of the Council of Europe in 
1949.’’ He said that ‘‘the Strasbourg Council of Europe is 
looking forward to the day when Austria will participate 
in its work.’’ 

On July 4 Minister Spaak was received by the Aus- 
trian Federal President, Dr. Theodor Koerner. Later he 
visited Chancellor Leopold Figl, Foreign Minister Karl 
Gruber and Minister of Justice Tschadek. The former 
President of the UN General Assembly also attended a 
session of the Austrian Nationalrat. At noon on the 4th 
Minister Spaak was guest of honor at a luncheon given 
by the joint chairmen of the Austrian Parliamentary 
Council for a United Europe, Deputy Ludwig of the People’s 
Party and Deputy Pittermann of the Socialist Party, which 
was attended by all the members of the Council. In his 
welcoming address, Deputy Ludwig said that Austria was 
gratified in recalling that the first major Pan-Europe Con- 
ference had been in held in Vienna, and that Austrian 
statesmen such as Dr. Renner and Dr. Seipel had, already 
many years ago, supported the idea of a unified Europe. 
Equally gratifying was the fact that the concept of auni- 
fied Europe was steadily gaining ground among the broad 
masses of the Austrian people. In his reply, Minister Spaak 
reiterated the assurance that Austria would be received 
with open arms at Strasbourg. 


ALLIED COUNCIL CONFIRMS ELECTION OF NEW FED- 
ERAL PRESIDENT. On June 29, 1951, the Allied Council 
for Austria took note of an official communication from the 
Austrian Federal Chancellor and confirmed the election of 
the new President of the Federal Republic of Austria. At 
the meeting the United States was represented by U.S. 
Deputy High Commissioner Dowling, France by High Com- 
missioner Jean Payart, Great Britain by High Commissioner 
Sir Harold Caccia and the Soviet Union by High Commis- 
sioner Lt. Gen. Sviridov. 


KAISER-EBERSDORF BARRACKS RELEASED. A few 
weeks ago Russian High Commissioner Sviridov told 
Chancellor Leopold Fig] that the former artillery barracks 
in Kaiser-Ebersdorf, which encompass two buildings with 
24 small apartments and 2 stores and which had hereto- 
fore been occupied by Soviet troops, would be released 
for Austrian civilian use. The transfer of the barracks to 
the Federal Building Administration and that of the apart- 
ments to the City of Vienna has already been effected. The 
Russian decision was communicated to Dr. Figl when the 
latter had a meeting with the Soviet High Commissioner 
for the purpose of requesting the release of the Federal 
Trade School at Moedling. 


503 AUSTRIAN CIVIL PRISONERS AMNESTIED BY 
PRESIDENT KOERNER. On the occasion of his assump- 
tion of office in June, Federal President Theodor Koerner 
granted an amnesty to 503 individuals serving prison 
sentences for a variety of crimes. The amnesty, which was 
granted at the recommendation of Minister of Justice 
Tschadek, also affected 54 individuals who had been 
convicted under the law banning National Socialist activi- 
ties and under the war crimes statute. The pardoned 
prisoners were selected on the strength of their conduct 
in former years and their behavior while in prison. 


GROUP OF AMERICAN STUDENTS RECEIVED BY 
CHANCELLOR FIGL. A group of American students from 
all 48 states, which had left this country in mid-June for a 
study trip through Austria at the invitation of the Austrian 
Federal Government, was received by Chancellor Leopold 
Figl and Mayor Jonas on the occasion of their presence in 

Vienna. While in Austria, the students were the guests of 
the governments of the individual federal provinces, as 
well as of the hotelindustry. Chancellor Fig] also received 
a group of English students and government employees, 

who spent one week in Vienna and another in Carinthia. 


VICE CHANCELLOR SCHAERF ATTENDS SOCIALIST 
CONFERENCE IN FRANKFURT. The Chairman of the 
Socialist Party of Austria, Vice Chancellor Adolf Schaerf, 
attended the session of the Committee of International 
Socialist Conferences (COMISCO) which was held in Frank- 
furt on June 28 and 29 of this year, and later participated 
in the 8th International Socialist Conference in that city. 


SOVIETS DEPLETE TIMBER RESERVES IN THE BURGEN- 
LAND. The USIA (Russian Property Administration in 
Austria) has held 79,000 acres of woodland under requisi- 
tion in the Burgenland since 1947. From this preserve the 
USIA has been felling about 7,062,000 cubic feet annually 
and exporting the wood, which is valued at some 100 million 
schillings, to Hungary. No reasons have ever been given for 
the requisition of this former property of the Esterhazy 
Trust Fund, which does not form part of the so-called 
‘‘German assets’’ in Austria. 


THE BURGENLAND TO CELEBRATE 30TH ANNIVER- 
SARY AS AN AUSTRIAN PROVINCE. A festive ceremony 
will be held in the Haydn Hall at Eisenstadt in the Burgen- 
land on September 9, 1951, on the occasion of the 30th 
anniversary of that province’s adherence to Austria. In 
July, as part of the series of events planned for the historic 
occasion, traditional plays will be presented in Guessing, 


and in August similar historic plays will be performed in 
Schleining. 


INTERNATIONAL HIGHWAYS TO YUGOSLAVIA RE- 
OPENED TO TRAFFIC. The roads leading from Austria to 
Yugoslavia over the Wurzen Pass near Villach and over the 
Seeberg Pass near Eisenkappel were again opened to in- 
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ternational traffic on July 1, after having been closed 
since 1945. The road over the Loibl Pass is again usable 
as a two-lane highway. 


INTERNATIONAL SOCIAL SECURITY ASSOCIATION 
MEETS IN AUSTRIA. The 10th General Congress of the 
International Association for Social Security met in 
Vienna’s Town Hall from July 3 to 7, 1951. Social security 
institutions of 29 countries were represented. In his 
capacity as Chairman of the Organization Committee, 
President Boehm delivered the opening address. He was 
followed by Federal President Dr. Theodor Koerner who 
told the Congress that ‘‘the City of Vienna was proud of 
the fact that it had played a leading role in the field of 
social welfare as far back as several decades ago.’’ 
‘Social progress,’’ he said, ‘‘the roots of which are to be 
found not in politics but in human feelings, had at that 
time already found a berth in Vienna.’’ The opening ses- 
sion was concluded by Mayor Jonas who welcomed the 
delegates on behalf of the City of Vienna. 


AUSTRIAN EMPLOYMENT LEVEL TOPS 2 MILLION 
MARK, Official Austrian statistics reveal that on June 
30, 1951, there were 2,019,000 gainfully employed workers 
and employees in Austria. This is the first time in the 
history of the Second Austrian Republic that the employ- 
ment level exceeded the two-million mark. As compared to 
the figures for May 1951, total employment increased by 
23,000. Three fourths of this increase are traceable to the 
building and tourist industries. The rise in the level of 
employment was 45,000 as compared to the level of June 
30, 1950. The greatest proportion of increase was recorded 
in the provinces of Carinthia, Salzburg, Tyrol and Vorarlberg. 


AUSTRIAN COAL PRODUCTION IN JUNE. According to 
official statistics Austrian coal production in June 1951 
amounted to 411,639 tons. The coal output for the first 
half of this year was announced as 2,506,584 tons, as 
compared to the 2,134,885 tons mined during the same 
period in 1950. The former figure represents the record 
output ever achieved in Austria’s coal mines. 


NEW AUSTRIAN LIGNITE MINE TO YIELD 10,000 TONS 
PER DAY. The People’s Party News Service reports that 
the lignite deposits of Langau in the Waldviertel will be 
the subject of intensified exploitation in June and July, 
which will make them Austria’s largest open-pit mine. 
These deposits, were extensive prospecting for coal was 
already carried out during the war, are estimated to con- 
tain some three million tons of minable lignite. 


NEWLY ELECTRIFIED RAIL LINE OPENED TO TRAFFIC. 
At the end of June 1951, Federal Minister of Communica- 
tions Waldbrunner opened the _ 65-kilometer-long Linz- 
Amstetten line, which was recently electrified, to pas- 
senger and freight traffic. Full capacity operation of the 
line will save Austria about 65,000 tons of hard coal per 


year, which represents a saving of 1.5 million dollars. This 
stretch of the main East-West rail artery crosses the zonal 
line of demarcation at the Enns River and thus connects 
the American and Russian zones of occupation. Since 1948 
Austria has converted some 200 kilometers of her major rail 
lines to electric operation. This compares rather favorably 
with the g800-odd kilometers of line electrified during the 
entire 26-year period from 1919 to 1945. 


LIMBERG DAM OF KAPRUN POWER STATION TO BE 
COMPLETED ON SCHEDULE. The Limberg Dam of the 
Kaprun power station will reach its full height of 394 feet 
by the end of July in keeping with the construction schedule, 
in spite of the delay with which the pouring of the concrete 
was begun as a result of the unusually heavy snowfall last 
winter. At the Kaprun powerhouse itself the last two power 
units, with a capacity of 55,000 kilowatt each, were installed 
at the end of June. After the new generators go into opera- 
tion, the full capacity of the entire station will be 200,000 
kilowatt. 


VOLUME OF AUSTRIAN DANUBE RIVER SHIPMENTS 
INCREASES. As compared to the ist quarter of 1950, 
the volume of shipments handled by the Austrian Danube 
Steamship Company in the 1st quarter of this year has in- 
creased by 30% to reach a total tonnage of 205,000. A con- 
siderable portion of this increase was in the volume of ship- 
ments between Linz and Regensburg. The downstream ship- 
ments included primarily Ruhr coal for the United Austrian 
steel works, fluorite, bar mill products, soya oil; and the 
upstream cargo pig iron, sheet metal, cut timber, cellulose 
and crude tar. As a result of a recent authorization from the 
Russian High Commissioner in Austria it is now possible to 
transport goods, primarily grain, to Vienna as well. The 
Danube Steamship Company has succeeded in reactivating 
most of its fleet since 1945, with the remaining vessels still 
not in use now undergoing repairs and expected to be ready 
for service by 1952. 


AUSTRIAN INDUSTRIAL INVESTMENTS REACH 4 BIL- 
LION SCHILLING MARK. A greater amount of private and 
excess funds are now going into Austrian industrial invest- 
ments as a result of that country’s favorable export position. 
The following sums have been invested in the Austrian 
economy since the start of the Marshall Plan: 3.7 billion 
schillings in 1948 (of which 1.8 billion were ERP funds), 
with 1.2 billion having been invested in industry. In 1949 
the net investment figure rose to 5.7 billion schillings (of 
which 1.4 billion came from the ERP Special Account), with 
industry receiving 3.2 billion of this amount. In 1950 the 
net investment total was 7.2 billion schillings (of which 
2.8 billion represented ERP releases), with industrial in- 
vestments amounting to 4.1 billion. The total investment 
figure for the current year is expected to exceed seven 
billion schillings, four billion of which will be for industrial 
investments, with the balance of some three billion to be 
distributed among agriculture, forestry, housing, railroads 
and postal activities, as well as the tourist trade. 











July 19, 1951 Austrian Information Page 4 





BALANCE OF TRADE DEFICIT INCREASES TO 542 
MILLION SCHILLINGS. A comparison of the trade figures 
for April and May 1951 reveals that Austria’s foreign trade 
deficit rose to 542 million schillings, while the value of 
the country’s exports during the same period declined by 
89 million. Total imports in May amounted to 767,000 tons 
(in April the figure was 731,100 tons) with a value of 
1,234 million schillings (1,187 in April). Of these totals, 
ERP imports amounted to 121,300 tons (92,900 tons in 
April) with a value of 312 million schillings (235 in April). 
Total exports during the same month dropped to 297,000 
tons from the April figure of 338,800 tons, and their value 
to 692 million as compared to 781 million in April. Ex- 
pressed in percentages, these figures reflect a 5% in- 
crease in the volume of imports and a 17-1/2% decrease 
in that of exports. In April 1951 the country imported two 
tons of merchandise for every one exported; in May the 
ratio was 1 to 2-1/2. 


AUSTRIAN GASOLINE TAX RAISED. On June 25, 1951, 
the Austrian Council of Ministers approved an increase in 
the gasoline tax as a means of making motor vehicle 
owners contribute to the cost of maintaining and expanding 
Austria’s road network. The measure is also designed to 
offset part of the expected Government deficit by increased 
revenue. The 1951 budget had originally contemplated 
receipts in the amount of 62.5 million schillings from the 
gasoline tax, as compared to 45 million the previous year. 
The increased tax is now expected to yield 125 million 
schillings. 


RECONSTRUCTION WORK AT VIENNA UNIVERSITY 
COMPLETED. After six years of intensive efforts the 
University of Vienna is now fully restored to its original 
condition and, at the end of June 1951, it was possible to 
reopen the University Library. At the ceremony comme- 
morating the event, Minister of Education Dr. Felix Hurdes 
declared that there should be an ever more vivid realiza- 
tion that the general public was duty-bound to place at 
the disposal of science and learning the means neces- 
sary for their continued evolution. The Minister announced 
a plan whereby the price of cigarettes (a State monopoly 
in Austria) would be increased by one groschen each in 
order to provide additional funds for cultural and scientific 
purposes. Hofrat Dr. Gans, the Director of the University 
Library, then told of the serious damage suffered by the 
library as a result of the war. By January 1, 1951, the 
University Library had, however, again assembled a col- 
lection of 1,346,025 volumes. 


COMMEMORATIVE CEREMONY IN HONOR OF PROF. 
ERNST FUCHS. On June 22 a statue was unveiled at the 
Arkadenhof of the University of Vienna on the occasion of 
the 100th anniversary of the birth of the famous Austrian 
ophthalmologist, Dr. Ernst Fuchs. Commemorative addresses 
were delivered by Dean Fellinger and Prof. Karl Lindner. 


TWO NEW SCHOOLS ESTABLISHED IN VIENNA. At the 
end of June the Executive Committee of the Vienna Chamber 
of Commerce decided to establish in Vienna a specialized 
school for the hotel industry and also voted a subsidy of 
one million schillings for the establishment of a wood 
research institute. The latter is designed to promote by 
scientific research increased productivity and greater 
ability to compete on the part of Austria’s wood industry. 


13,000 MUNICIPAL HOSPITAL BEDS IN VIENNA. The 
City of Vienna is now operating 23 hospitals, 13 of which 
are general hospitals, 5 children’s hospitals, 2 women’s 
clinics and 3 special hospitals for pulmonary and nervous 
diseases. The largest of these hospitals is the General 
Hospital which has a capacity of 3000 beds. The capacity 
of all the municipal hospitals combined is about 13,000 
beds. Moreover, the City of Vienna pays for some 3500 
hospital beds in private institutions. In 1950 these munici- 
pal hospitals admitted a total of about 200,000 patients, 
who together received 42.2 million hours of care. The 
staff of these hospitals numbers about 9000 persons, in- 
cluding 1100 physicians, 4300 nurses and technical 
medical assistants, 2000 professional workers, orderlies 
and cleaning women, 1600 administrative employees and 
others. The municipal budget for the current year includes 
estimated hospital receipts of 134 million schillings and 
expenditures of some 245 million. This represents a 
deficit in Vienna’s hospital program of about 110 million 
schillings. The operation of the city’s various old-age 
homes, shelters for the homeless and convalescent homes 
will cost an additional 60 million schillings in subsidies. 


VIENNA AND BONN SIGN NEW FILM EXCHANGE 
AGREEMENT. At the end of June 1951 Vienna and Bonn 
concluded a new agreement for the exchange of motion 
pictures between Austria and Western Germany. The new 
agreement calls for the distribution in Western Germany of 
13 purely Austrian films as well as for that of an additional 
14 pictures to be produced jointly by an Austro-German 
company. In exchange, Austria has agreed to take 93 
German films for distribution in Austria. Heretofore the 
ratio of exchange was 1 to 5, that is, for every 20 Aus- 
trian films exported to Germany 100 German pictures were 
shown in Austria. For the 1951-52 motion picture year 
Austria is now assured of full production with 13 films 
of her own. Most of the additional 14 pictures will like- 
wise be produced in Austrian studios. 


WORKS BY AUSTRIAN COMPOSERS INCLUDED IN I.G.M.M. 
MUSIC FESTIVAL. The International Society for Modern 
Music (‘‘Internationale Gesellschaft fuer Moderne Musik’’ — 
IGMM) organizes every year a music festival at which, in 
accordance with the aims and efforts of the Society, works 
by modern composers are presented. The place selected for 
the 1951 event is Frankfurt-am-Main. Works by the following 
Austrian composers have been included in the program: 
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Hans Erich Apostel, Felix Petyrek (‘‘Gethsemane’’) and 
Ernst Toch (‘‘Symphony’’). Hans Erich Apostel (1901), who 
belongs to the Schoenberg school of composition in Vienna, 
is best known for his setting to music of Hoelderlin’s 
poems and for his ‘‘Kubiana’’, ‘ten short piano pieces, the 
inspiration for which he derived from drawings by his friend 
Alfred Kubin. Felix Petyrek (1892) is known for his interest- 
ing piano compositions, songs and a composition for the 
stage, ‘‘Die arme Mutter und der Tod.’’ Ernst Toch (1887) 
composed an opera, ‘‘Die Wegwende,’’ and acquired renown 
through his chamber symphony, ‘‘Die chinesische Floete’’. 
Another well known work by the same composer is one for 
the piano entitled ‘‘Der Jongleur’’. 


SECOND VOLUME OF HAYDN’S COMPLETE WORKS 
ISSUED. At the end of June 1951 the Haydn Society of 
Boston issued the second volume of the complete edition 
of Haydn’s compositions. It is the first volume of masses, 
prepared by the well known Haydn authority Carl M. Brand, 
and contains the great organ mass, the Cecilia Mass and 
the Nikolai Mass. 


NEW MUSIC PUBLISHER IN SALZBURG ISSUES LITTLE 
KNOWN MOZART AND HAYDN WORKS. The ‘‘Haydn- 
Mozart-Presse’’, a new music publishing house established 
in Salzburg at the end of World War II in 1945 for the pur- 
pose of publishing practical editions of unknown works by 
Haydn and less well known works by Mozart, as supple- 
ments to the scholarly complete editions now available, has 
already issued Mozart’s ‘‘Missa in C’’ for four-voice mixed 
choir and organ. This edition was prepared by the well 
known authority Bernhard Paumgartner. The publishers are 
also preparing a piano score of the opera ‘‘Don Pedros 
Heimkehr’’ (Don Pedro’s Return), which has been assembled 
from two Mozart works, ‘‘L’Oca di Cairo’’ and ‘‘Lo Sposo 
Deluso’’, as well as a violin concerto in A major (the so- 
called Melker Concerto) by Joseph Haydn, now to appear in 
print for the first time. 


AUSTRIAN ENTRIES WIN PRIZES AT INTERNATIONAL 
COMPETITION OF CHILDREN’S DRAWINGS. Seventeen 
Austrian entries were included among the 50 prize-winning 
ones in the ECA-sponsored international competition of 
children’s drawings held in Paris at the end of June. Aus- 
trian entries won, among others, one first and one third 
prize. The jury received no less than 700,000 entries for 
evaluation. The 300 best entries are to be shown in a travel- 
ling exhibition which will visit all Marshall Plan countries. 


AUSTRIAN MUSEUM ACQUIRES PRIMITIVE ECUADORIAN 
SCULPTURES. The Museum of National Cultures in Vienna, 
which was originally established with contributions from 
various rich private collections formerly owned by members 
of the House of Habsburg and which is one of the most 
significant in Europe, recently acquired a number of sculp- 
tures from the Caras Maya culture in Ecuador. In Vienna, 
these primitive works of art will be the subject of scienti- 


fic study and the period of their creation will be described 
in detail. The museum owns particularly rare works dating 
back to the pre-Columbian period in Central America. The most 
famous objects of art in the museum’s unique collection are 
the feather shield and feather decorations of Montezuma, 
which, in all probability, were presented as a gift to Cortez, 
who later brought them to Emperor Charles VI. 


BAROQUE FRESCOES DISCOVERED AT NONNBERG 
MONASTERY. At the end of June 1951 early Baroque 
frescoes in well preserved condition were discovered on the 
ceiling and side walls of the Nonnberg Monastery Church 
in Salzburg in the course of the renovation work now being 
carried out at the church. They are the work of Matthaeus 
Ostendorfer who was commissioned by the monastery in 
1625 to decorate the women’s choir. The frescoes will be 
restored by specialists of the Salzburg Historic Monuments 
Office. 


STATE ROOMS IN SALZBURG RESIDENZ OPENED TO 
THE PUBLIC. On June 26, 1951, after the extensive 
restoration work had been completed, the state rooms of the 
former residence of the prince archbishops of Salzburg 
were again opened to the public. Between 1587 and 1800 
seven archbishops gave the Salzburg Residenz its present- 
day appearance. Wolf Dietrich von Raitenau, the creator of 
the Baroque sections of Salzburg, was the first to have con- 
ceived the plan to rebuilding the Residenz completely. 


DRAWINGS AND PAINTINGS BY JAPANESE CHILDREN 
EXHIBITED IN VIENNA. At the end of June an exhibition 
was opened in Vienna of hundreds of pictures drawn and 
painted by Japanese children. These pictures were selected 
by Japanese organizations and sent to UNESCO with the 
request that every country in which they were shown add 
100 children’s pictures of its own to the collection. It will 
thus be possible to assemble a collection of children’s art 
on the basis of which valuable comparisons in child psy- 
chology and the influence of national surroundings can be 
made. UNESCO Headquarters in Paris sent the drawings 
to the Austrian UNESCO Commission so that the latter 
could arrange for their first exhibition. 


AUSTRIA TO ISSUE SPECIAL STAMP FOR 7TH BOY- 
SCOUT WORLD JAMBOREE. The Austrian Postal Ad- 
ministration will issue a particularly attractive com- 
memorative stamp to mark the 7th Boy-Scout World Jam- 
boree to be held in Bad Ischl, Upper Austria, from August 
6 to the 13. Three different printing processes were used 
to make this special issue an especially appealing one. 
The stamp was designed by the painter Ernst Schromm, 
a member of the Academy, and shows an ochre-colored 
stylized fleur-de-lis, the international Boy-Scout symbol, 
on a dark-green background. The center of the emblem 
displays the Austrian coat-of-arms in the traditional red- 
white-red colors. 
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POPULAR KITZBUEHEL OFFERS MANY SPORTS AND 
NATIVE EVENTS THIS SUMMER. Kitzbuehel, the Tyro- 
lian town rated as one of the world’s three most popular 
international ski resorts, is this year offering varied at- 
tractions which enhance her always lively summer season. 
Well equipped with all vacation and sports facilities, good 
hotels and inns, dance bars and confectioners, cinemas and 
coffee-houses, it will this summer be the scene of numerous 
international sporting and folklore events. July 19th to 27th 
will see an invasion of international daredevils come to 
try their skill — and luck — in motor and motorcycle races. 
The nature of the terrain around Kitzbuehel assures on- 
lookers, not to mention drivers, of many hair-raising thrills. 
Simultaneously there will be tennis matches for the Alpine 
Cup, international boxing matches, an international dance 
tournament and a summer ice revue. From the overseas 
visitors’ point of view, however, the high light will un- 
doubtedly be the Jahrmarkt, the annual peasant market held 
in the town square. Gaily dressed peasantry from all the 
adjacent valleys will participate, buying and selling at the 
gay booths, singing and dancing until all hours. The Kitz- 
bueheler town band, equally famed throughout the Western 
World for both its music and its attire, will give several 
concerts. 


.BOAC OFFERING MOST FREQUENT SERVICE FROM 
NEW YORK TO VIENNA. British Overseas Airways (BOAC) 
is currently offering the most frequent air service from New 
York to Vienna, ‘the Austrian capital. The daily flight from 
New York, which can be made on the famous and luxurious 
‘*Monarch’’, connects with two daily flights from London to 
Vienna, one leaving at 9:04 A.M. and arriving in Vienna at 
3:00 P.M., the other leaving London at 1:24 P.M. and arriv- 
ing in Vienna at 7:05 P.M. This flight goes via Zurich. 
Using BOAC service has the great advantage of permitting 
those who wish for a break on the long flight from New York 
to do so in the city of London. SABENA is offering one 
weekly flight to the Salzburg festival. 


TRANSIT TRAFFIC TO HUNGARY. Persons with relatives 
in Hungary wishing to travel to that country in transit 
through Austria by rail are advised that they require a gray 
card to pass through the Soviet Zone into the City of Vienna 
and must spend three or four days in Vienna in order to 
obtain the Soviet counter-signature which will permit them 
to cross the Soviet area lying between Vienna and the 
Hungarian border. 


NEW ROAD OVER GERLOS PASS OPENS PINZGAU TO 
ROUND-AUSTRIA TRAVELERS. THREE HUNDRED THOU- 
SAND TONS OF SNOW REMOVED TO OPEN GLOCKNER 
ROAD. The opening of the new road over the 5600-foot 
Gerlos Pass between the Tyrolian Ziller Valley and the 
Salzburg Pinzgau now makes it possible for round-Austria 
motorists to cross one of the world’s most beautiful valleys 
on the way to Salzburg and points east. The Pinzgau Valley 
is a romanticist’s dream. From a green and rolling floor 


threaded by the silver Salzach, with its spans of bridges — 


and storybook villages, flowery meadows rise toward march- 
ing forests which in turn give way to gray morains, the 
whole walled by the inviolate white peaks of the Tauerm 
and the crests of the Kitzbueheler Alps. On the lesser 
spurs of mountain above the trees rise the red-tipped turrets 
of ancient castles. Down side valleys where no tourist has 
ever walked, old churches and ancient taverns cherish 
priceless treasures of art and craft. Puffing along across 
the vivid green and silver, past the toy building of this 
scene, comes the inimitable Pinzgau Lokalbahn carrying 
such a friendly burden of quaint and interesting folk that 
motorists are sorry not to be among them. There is no bus 
service over the Gerlos Pass from Tyrol into Salzburg via 
the Krimml valley with its spectacular waterfall, but the 
trip justifies hiring a car in Innsbruck or Salzburg. 

The Famous Gross Glockner High Alpine Road, a motor- 
ing highlight, which cuts around the base of the highest 
peak in the Eastern Alps, the 12,000-foot Grossglockner, 
has been opened to traffic after one of the snowiest winters 
in Alpine history. Opening the road entailed the removal of 
320,000 tons of snow. Parts of the road are cut directly 
through huge banks of hard-backed snow. The Grossglockner 
is one of the safest mountain drives in the world. 


AUSTRIA’S WALLED TOWN TO STAGE GRILLPARZER 
DRAMA AT FESTIVAL. The city of Friesach in Austrian 
Carinthia, a European sightseeing ‘‘must’’ because of its 
medieval walls and old world aspect, will stage the Grill- 
parzer drama ‘‘The Rise and Fall of King Ottocar’’ ( “Koenig 
Ottakar’s Glueck und Ende’’) during the Friesach Festival 
scheduled for the period between June 23rd and July 15th. 
Played by amateur actors, the drama, which deals with 
events contemporary with Friesach’s age of greatness, will 
be put on in the courtyard of the ancient castle. Incidental- 
ly, it was on the bridge at Friesach that Richard the Lion- 
Hearted was recognized and captured when, disguised as a 
monk, he was endeavoring to slip home through the domain 
of the emperor with whom he had quarreled in the Holy Land. 


MILITARY PERMIT OFFICES CLOSED — GRAY CARDS 
OBTAINABLE AT EMBASSIES. Military permit offices in 
Europe have now been closed. Military permits are no 
longer necessary for Austria, a valid passport being suf- 
ficient to secure entrance to all zones except the Soviet. The 
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gray card required for transit through the Soviet Zone to the 
City of Vienna can now be obtained at the following places: 
the United States Embassies in Rome, Brussels and Berne; 
the United States Consulate in Rotterdam; the British 
Foreign Office in London; the French Foreign Office in 
Paris; and from the U.S. Occupation authorities in Salzburg, 
Frankfurt, Munich and Stuttgart. 

SUCCESSES WON BY AUSTRIAN SKIERS DURING 1950-51 
SEASON. Austria’s ace skiers who participated in the 
1950-51 international ski competitions won outstanding 
successes, the most noteworthy of which were those achieved 
in the Lauberhorn Race in Wengen, at the International 
Winter Sport Festival in Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Cortina 
D’Ampezzo and Chamonix, at the Hahnenkamm Race in 
Kitzbuehel, the Hollenkolmen Race in Oslo and the Kandahar 
Race at Sestriéres. On the basis of the Olympic point 
system rating, Austria in these races outclassed with 132 
points Italy (91) and France (80) in the men’s category. As 
far as placements were concerned, Austrian skiers won 
seven top placenrents as compared to Italy’s 5 and Norway’s 
4, and seven second placements, as compared to Italy’s 7 
and France’s 2. These victories were reflected in the num- 
ber of foreign requests for Austrian ski trainers and ski 
courses in Austria. 

AUSTRIA’S SWIFT ROMANTIC WATERS DELIGHT PAD- 
DLERS: TO SEE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP RACE. The 
rushing silver streams and the glassy, treacherous green 
rivers that pour down from the snow-capped peaks and 
melting glaciers into two of the world’s greatest waterways, 
provide, in Austria, a network of such extensive and varied 
nature that the country is favored above all others in the 
world by kayak enthusiasts. Between the 16th and the 26th 
of July they will rally at Steyr in Upper Austria, coming from 
alloverthe world to participate in the Slalom World Champion- 
ship. The kayak world champion is at present an Austrian 
from Steyr. Whole flotillas of kayaks, manned by the world’s 
most skilled paddlers, will converge on Steyr from various 
points in Austria. One tour, led by the ‘‘Forelle’’ of Steyr, 
the guiding kayak, will meet at the Schladming Railway 
station on July 16th and will take to the water on Sunday 
afternoon from Gross-Reifling, to which the boats will be 
transported by train. From Gross-Reifling they will cruise 
on the Salza. Another group of paddlers will take the Enns, 
the difficult stretch from Enns to Gross-Reifling taking the 
form of a guided cruise. 

A selected group of ‘‘wild water’’ experts will embark 
upon the tumultuous Inn at Landeck under the direction of 
the Tiroler Wassersportverein of Innsbruck, and cruise that 
unruly river for four hours. 

The main cruise, however, which will attract the largest 
flotilla, will convene at Moetz at the hotel ‘‘Roemisch- 
Deutscher Kaiser’’ on Sunday July 15, and cruise from 
Moetz to Innsbruck, thence travel on the Inn through the 
medieval towns of Hall, Schwaz and Rattenberg to Woergl, 
cruising on the temperamental Ziller as well, conditions per- 
mitting. 





Canoeing on the Attersee, Upper Austria 


The Welser Faltbootverein will be in charge of the 
cruises which will travel eastward: and southward. Here the 
‘‘wild water’’ cruise for experts will travel on the notorious 
Traun from Hallstatt, home of the prehistoric lake dwellers, 
to Obertraun and Bad Ischl, formerly the site of the imperial 
Summer court, and Gmunden on the dramatic Traun Lake. 
There will be cruises on the Ager and the Alm for the 
experienced paddlers. The main cruise will go from Traun 
to the Traunfall. 

From July 23 to July 26, led by the kayak ‘‘Donau’’ 
departing from Salzburg, the fourth cruising group will 
follow the most romantic of all folding-boat trips, that 
which leads via the Salzach and the Inn at Passau into the 
lordly Danube and passes down that castle-lined stream to 
Linz, a modern industrial center dating back to Roman 
times. This tour will start from Salzburg and will offer side 
cruises on the Salzach for ‘‘wild water’’ riders. 

These cruises, which will precede and follow the World 
Championships, are expected to be one of the best attended 
of their kind ever to take place. Participants should register 
through the Oesterreichischer Paddelsportverband, Fuhr- 
manngasse 18a, Vienna. The Austrian State Tourist Department, 
48 East 48th Street, has all details and a limited number of 
maps of Austrian water-ways which are available to serious 
kayak enthusiasts. 
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LIMITED HOTEL SPACE STILL AVAILABLE IN TYROL 
AND SALZBURG: Despite heavy bookings in all the Aus- 
trian provinces, especially in Tyrol and Salzburg, there is 
still some hotel space available in both places. Salzburg 
hotel space can be obtained by communicating directly with 
the Landesverkehrsamt fuer Salzburg, Sigmund Haffnergasse, 
Salzburg, Austria. 


AUSTRIA TO HAVE INTERNATIONAL WINTER SPORT 
WEEK IN 1952. At the recent F.IS. convention in Venice 
it was decided that, henceforth, there will be only one 
International Winter Sport Week held each year, with all 
national teams participating. It was voted to hold the Inter- 
national Winter Sport Week for 1952 in Austria in the second 
half of January. Since in 1952 practically all winter sport 
teams of the world will be in Europe training and practicing 
for the Olympics, (the U.S. Team will be in Austria) this 
winter’s events are expected to be especially brilliant, 
indeed to constitute a rehearsal for the Olympics. Dr. Lorenz, 
Chairman of the Tyrol Ski Association, was appointed 
chairman for the F.1I.S. International Sport Week for 1952. 


NEW FACILITIES FOR HEALTH SEEKERS IN MONTAFON 
AND KITZBUEHEL. Among the conveniences provided by 
the new Kurhotel at Schruns in the Montafon is an under- 
ground tunnel connecting the hotel with the Kurhaus. The 
new hotel which boasts a private bath and a private balcony 
with every room is beautifully situated commanding a view 
of the dramatic Montafon and Rhaetikon glaciers. The cures 





offered at Schruns, formerly an off-the-beaten-track Vorarl- 
berg village butnow much frequented by international celebri- 
ties, include all forms of hydrotherapy, thermotherapy, 
electrotherapy, phototherapy, balneotherapy and are recom- 
mended for diseases of the heart and circulation, of the 
glands of internal secretion, of certain liver and kidney dis- 
eases, of some respiratory ailments and for convalescence 
after any illness. 

A new MOORBAD, for the convenience of health-seeking 
guests has been added to the attractions of the Ehren- 
bachhoehe above Kitzbuehel. 


BOY SCOUTS AT JAMBOREE TO RECEIVE JEW’S HARP 
AS SOUVENIRS. The 15,000 foreign boy scouts attending 
the International Jamboree at Bad Ischl in the Austrian 
Salzkammergut in August will each receive as souvenirs of 
the event, a special leather badge with a lily emblem to 
which will be attached by a red white and red cord (the 
Austrian national colors) a jew’s harp, an ingenious variety 
of mouth organ of Austrian origin which achieved world wide 
popularity a generation ago and has become one of the 
‘‘native’’ instruments of the South Seas. The Boy Scouts 
incidentally will spend five of the ten days of Jamboree on 
excursions which are to be made in a hundred special buses 
provided for the purpose. 





For Travel Information apply to Austrian State Tourist 
Department, 48 East 48th Street, New Jou: 17, Ri YY. 
Telephone: MUrray"Hill 8-0355 
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